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ENGL 2000:  An Introduction to English Studies, Fall 2009
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“What is English?...  Yes, it might be more comfortable and convenient if we knew just what English studies is, but this very absence of comfort and convenience in the profession is probably a good thing.  English is percolating at various levels, and I don’t think anyone can know where it’s going to end up.  On good days I even say, ‘It’s about time we finally don’t know where we are.’” Peter Elbow, What Is English? (1990)
Manuscript page from James Joyce’s Ulysses, 1921.
Welcome to ENGL 2000!  

This semester, you’ll work with the entire English Studies community here at Western Michigan University – undergraduate and graduate students, faculty members, librarians, administrators, and advisors – as you investigate the evolution of our field and consider ways that you could become involved in a variety of professional and academic opportunities.  
As Peter Elbow suggests, over the last couple of decades, new technologies and interdisciplinary connections have expanded opportunities for intellectual and creative discovery in English Studies.  As a student in one of our courses, you could apply a theory that you learned in a gender and women’s studies class to a Bollywood film.  You could write a one-act play based upon research you conduct on laid-off autoworkers.  You could design a brochure for a local charitable organization’s fundraising drive, or you could develop a lesson plan around The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen that encourages students’ verbal and visual literacy.
Whatever path you hope to follow in English Studies, you’ll develop new skills and learn new approaches in ENGL 2000, a course designed to familiarize you with the major.
Course Description
ENGL 2000 enables you to gather information about the field of English Studies and to develop skills that are necessary for success, both while you are a student at WMU and after you graduate.
Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of ENGL 2000, you should be able to:
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 explain the historical and contemporary features of English Studies;
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· use print and electronic resources available to practitioners in English Studies;
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· explore a text and a key theme in English Studies in a way that will enhance your understanding of the field; 
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· share your ideas with others in written formats common to the field of English Studies; 
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· identify resources available in the Department of English, the College of Arts and Sciences, and the library designed to support your own work in English Studies; and
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· chart a course for your career in English Studies.
Assignments
You’ll demonstrate these outcomes by engaging in individual and collaborative assignments that ask you to:

· respond to a text by practicing interpretative strategies and considering the formal elements of craft that an author employs during the composition process;

· develop a set of critical thinking questions that can be used to interview an author, a teacher, and/or a scholar in English Studies;

· conduct research into a topic and a key theme relevant to English Studies; 

· share your research and ideas in forms of expression common to English Studies; and
· devise a career plan in English Studies. 
Course Materials
All of the learning resources you’ll need this semester are contained in your course packet or are available to you online or on the library’s website at www.wmich.edu/library.  You will be provided with a tri-fold poster board that your team can use to create its poster presentation.
Course Structure
The majority of your work in ENGL 2000 will be conducted in a collaborative learning environment.  During the second week of class, you will be placed into a 4- or 5-person learning team and given access to a Team Coach (TC), an experienced undergraduate English Studies major, who will provide guidance to your team during all of its activities. 


Because ENGL 2000 is an experimental course, the ENGL 2000 Steering Committee and I want to make sure that every aspect of the class is studied for its usefulness.  As instructor of record for the course, I will write a narrative reflection regarding my experience teaching each session.  The TCs will also author weekly reports in which they describe their interactions with their teams.  In addition, at the end of each class period, your team will turn in a feedback form so that we can gain an immediate understanding of whether the session went according to plan and whether your team was working well in terms of its functioning.  


Our classroom will be configured so that members of the Department of English can observe class sessions without disturbing us as we go about our work (See Fig. 1).  These observers will have a voice in structuring the next section of ENGL 2000, and their insights will be useful in providing a perspective on our class beyond what we can offer up as participants.
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Each class session of ENGL 2000 will be filmed solely for educational purposes.  Footage will be useful as we plan the next section of the course and as we reflect upon effective and less effective instructional methods.


Finally, you will be asked to engage in assessment of the course through a series of diagnostic essays, focus group discussions, and surveys, designed to gauge learning outcomes.  Early in the semester, you will sign consent forms, enabling us to use the data we collect, both to inform our design of the next section of ENGL 2000 and to support any academic writing that we might do about the experience of teaching ENGL 2000.  
Attendance
Our course meets only once per week, so missing even one class represents a substantial loss in terms of content.  However, as I write this syllabus, news reports suggest that we are facing a possible flu outbreak this fall.  I plan to maintain my usual policy of asking you not to attend class if you are running a fever or have been told by a physician that you are contagious.  Your team coach will keep track of absences.  Should you accrue 2 absences, I will deduct 5% from your final grade for each subsequent absence.  

If you experience a family or health emergency, you should contact the Office of the Associate Dean of Students right away at 387-2150.  The staff can assist you by contacting your professors to inform them of your situation and by helping you to come up with a plan for handling an extended absence.  
Academic Honesty
The Faculty Senate has supplied us with this statement on academic honesty:  “You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic Honesty.  These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse.  The policies can be found at http://catalog.wmich.edu.  If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with your instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.   See http://osc.wmich.edu and www.wmich.edu/registrar to access the Code of Honor and general academic policies on such issues as diversity, religious observance, student disabilities, etc.”
Assessment/Grading
Your work in ENGL 2000 will be assessed based upon specific expectations communicated to you at the beginning of each assignment.  Most of your work is collaborative in nature, and the grade you receive on team work will be the same for each team participant.  In the table below, I have listed assignments, due dates, and values.
	Assignment
	Due Date
	Value

	Team Exercise on Literary Interpretation
	9/23/09
	10%

	Team Exercise on Davis’ Story
	9/30/09
	10%

	Team Interview Questions for the Documentary 
	10/18/09
	20%

	Individual Annotated Bibliography on a Professor’s Influence
	10/28/09
	30%

	Team Poster Presentation on a Key Theme/Idea in English Studies
	11/18/09
	30%

	TOTAL
	100%


Unit Descriptions
	Subject
	Weeks
	Description

	One Text, Multiple Perspectives
	3-4
	How do literary scholars and creative writers approach a text?  In this unit, you’ll gain insight into this question, first by working with Dr. Jil Larson, to learn the basics of literary interpretation.  You’ll practice these skills on a short story from a published collection by WMU doctoral candidate, Michael Davis.   During the next class session, Mr. Davis will visit the classroom to read from his work, to explain how a creative writer approaches a text, and to lead you in an exercise designed to emphasize alternative ways to read a text.

	Intellectual and Creative Influences
	5-7
	Once you have a sense for at least two ways to approach a text, you might wonder how English Studies professors from a variety of sub-disciplines moved from working with texts as students to becoming professionals in the field.  In this unit, you’ll have the opportunity to contribute to a documentary on faculty members’ careers to be shown at our Celebrating English Studies:  A Discipline on Display event to be held during class on November 18, 2009.  
During the initial class session for this unit, you’ll listen to a panel of ten professors, as they discuss a key text or idea that influenced their decision to write and/or to teach in a particular way.   Then, you and your team will be paired up with a panelist so that you can learn more his/her influence(s).  During the next class session, Kate Langan-Rubin, the English Department library liaison, will visit our classroom to guide you in research methods, using the WMU Library website.  The research that you conduct during this unit will enable you to 1) write up interview questions for a taped segment with the panelist; and 2) create an annotated bibliography, based upon your professor’s influence(s).  During the week of October 19, 2009, I will tape you and your teammates as you interview your panelist.  

	Citation:  Why? Where? How?
	7
	As you work on your annotated bibliography and interview questions, you may have concerns regarding the citation of sources.  If you’ve taken other English Studies courses, this topic has probably come up.  During the 7th week of the semester, students from my ENGL 6300, Introduction to Graduate Studies course will present a session on citation, including the use of Modern Language Association (MLA) form.

	English Studies:  Contexts and Terminology
	8-11
	At our annual Department of English retreat this summer, faculty members collaborated on a list of key terms that they felt were important for English Studies students to know.  During this unit, you’ll learn about the history of English Studies and about the way that key terms have emerged in contemporary scholarship and creative activity.  You and your teammates will be assigned one of the key terms, and you’ll create a poster presentation about that term for inclusion in our department’s Celebrating English Studies:  A Discipline on Display event to be held during our class period on November 18, 2009.

	Professional Paths in English Studies
	12-14
	Towards the end of the semester, you’ll work one-on-one with me to discuss opportunities and careers in English Studies.  By this point in the semester, you’ll know much more about the history and practice of English Studies, enabling you to make informed decisions about your future in the field.


COURSE SYLLABUS

Week One:  Wednesday, September 9

	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Introductory Remarks/ Team Coach Introductions
	 
	Dr. Tarbox

Dr. Utz

Team Coaches
	 

	12:20
	Course Packet Distribution
	Course Packets
	Team Coaches
	 

	12:30
	Assessment in the English Studies Classroom
	 
	Dr. Bush
	Students will be able to identify the reasons that assessment is conducted in ENGL 2000.

	12:40
	Consent Forms
	Consent Forms
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	12:45
	Homework Reminder
	 
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	Students will learn to reserve the final portion of class time for receiving homework information and for filling out team reports.

	12:50
	Diagnostic and Assessment Activities
	Diagnostic and Assessment Forms
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Handouts
	Syllabus; ENGL 2000 Directory; Consent Forms, Diagnostic, and Assessment Measures.

	Homework
	N/A


Week Two:  Wednesday, September 16

	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Team Assignments; description of team procedures
	Course Packet
	Dr. Tarbox

Dr. Young

Team Coaches
	Students will get to know their team members

Students will be able to describe each team role



	1:00
	Short break
	 
	 
	 

	1:05
	Team Building Exercise
	
	Dr. Tarbox
Dr. Young

Team Coaches
	Students will reflect upon how their team functions during an actual exercise.

	1:35
	Homework Reminder/Weekly Team Reflection Report
	Course Packet
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Handouts
	Team Functioning Handouts 

	Homework
	Read Davis’ “The Problem of Evil in Hauberk, Missouri.” 

Read the four articles from The New York Times series, The Future of Reading.  All of the articles can be found as links off of my blog at http://bookcandy.typepad.com/book_candy/


Week Three:  Wednesday, September 23 – TEAM EXERCISE DUE
	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Discussion of Effective Reading and Interpretative Practices
	Course Packet
	Dr. Larson
	Students will be able to identify specific reading and interpretative strategies.
Students will become familiar with issues surrounding the teaching of literature, both in the K-12 classroom and in the university classroom.

	1:00
	Short break
	 
	 
	 

	1:05
	Class Discussion of Davis’ short story
	
	Dr. Larson
	Students will practice active participation.

	1:35
	Homework Reminder/Weekly Team Reflection Report
	Course Packet
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Course Packet Contents
	Davis’ “The Problem of Evil in Hauberk, Missouri.”  Articles from The New York Times series, The Future of Reading.  Team Exercise on Literary Interpretation.

	Homework
	Re-read Davis’ “The Problem of Evil in Hauberk, Missouri.” 


Week Four:  Wednesday, September 30 –TEAM EXERCISE DUE
	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Michael Davis lectures about craft and answers questions
	Davis’ story
	Mr. Davis
	Students will develop an understanding of the process used by creative writers as they compose.
Students will learn the etiquette associated with listening to and asking questions at a public reading.

	1:05
	Short break
	 
	 
	 

	1:10
	Team Exercise on Davis’ story
	Davis’ Story and Team Exercise
	Mr. Davis

Team Coaches
	Students will practice a second set of interpretative strategies related to literature.

	1:35
	Homework Reminder/Weekly Team Reflection Report
	Laptop; Projection; Course Packet
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Course Packet Contents
	Team Exercise on Davis’ story

	Homework
	Read Documentary Handouts


Week Five:  Wednesday, October 7

	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Faculty Panel on Intellectual/Creative Influences (10 individuals who will be profiled for the documentary)
	Paper for note-taking
	Drs. Feffer, Joslin, Minnick, Nash, Raaberg, Schulman, Thralls, Tiffany, Vocke, Witschi
	Students will be able to identify many diverse influences that make up the professional lives of our faculty members.
Students will learn the etiquette associated with attending and asking questions at a panel presentation.

	1:05
	Short break
	 
	 
	 

	1:10
	One-on-one meetings between professors and groups
	Course Packet
	See Above
	Students will develop a clear plan for their research into a faculty member’s influence.

Students will gain confidence in their interactions with faculty members. 

	1:35
	Homework Reminder/Weekly Team Reflection Report
	Course Packet
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Course Packet Contents
	Interview Questions Assignment Sheet; Annotated Bibliography Assignment Sheet; Pre-Interview Exercise

	Homework
	Conduct research in preparation for the Interview/Annotated Bibliography


Week Six:  Wednesday, October 14

	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Library tutorial and Interview brainstorming
	
	Ms. Langan-Rubin;

Dr. Tarbox
	Students will be able to identify the features of a successful Annotated Bibliography.
Students will learn strategies for library research.

Students will practice the process of generating interview questions.

	1:35
	Homework Reminder/Weekly Team Reflection Report
	
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Course Packet Contents
	Annotated Bibliography Assignment Sheet; Interview Questions Assignment Sheet

	Homework
	Work on your Annotated Bibliography.  Ms. Langan-Rubin’s e-mail is kathleen.langan-rubin@wmich.edu


	NOTE:  INTERVIEW QUESTIONS ARE DUE TO ME ELECTRONICALLY BY NOON ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2009.  I WILL MAKE SUGGESTIONS & RETURN THE QUESTIONS TO YOUR TEAM SO THAT YOU ARE READY TO CONDUCT YOUR INTERVIEWS DURING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 19, 2009.


Week Seven:  Wednesday, October 21
	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Citation presentation and discussion
	 
	ENGL 6300 students
	Students will be able to identify the reasons why they need or do not need to cite sources, depending upon the task they are completing.
Students will learn the basics of MLA form.

	1:05
	Short Break
	 
	 
	N/A

	1:10
	Citation work with annotated bibliography drafts
	 
	ENGL 6300 students and Ms. Meeusen
	Students will practice their research and writing skills related to the production of an Annotated Bibliography.

	1:35
	Homework Reminder/Weekly Team Reflection Report
	
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Course Packet Contents
	N/A

	Homework
	Read excerpts on the History of English Studies and Poster Presentation Handout.


Week Eight:  Wednesday, October 28 – ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE
	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Lecture and discussion on English Studies curricula
	Course Packet
	Dr. Utz 
Dr. Tarbox


	Students will be able to provide an overview of the history of English Studies and a list of key ideas in the field

	1:05
	Short Break
	
	
	

	1:10
	Introduction to Poster Presentation Assignment
	Course Packet
	Dr. Tarbox
	Students will be able to identify the features of a successful Poster Presentation.

	1:35
	Homework Reminder/Weekly Team Reflection Report
	
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Course Packet Contents
	Excerpts on the History of English Studies; Poster Presentation Assignment Sheet.

	Homework
	Work on Poster Presentations


Week Nine:  Wednesday, November 4 
	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Key Terms/Concepts in English Studies
	Course Packet
	English Faculty Volunteers

	Students will be able to identify key terms/concepts in English Studies.
Students will become familiar with research resources in the field of English Studies.

Students will be able to define one key term/concept in English Studies.



	1:35
	Homework Reminder/Weekly Team Reflection Report
	
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Course Packet Contents
	Poster Presentation Handout.

	Homework
	Work on Poster Presentations


Week Ten:  Wednesday, November 11

	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Team Work on Poster Presentations
	Course Packets; Research Notes
	Dr. Tarbox
Dr. Utz


	Students will demonstrate an understanding of how to convey complex information in a condensed visual format.

	1:35
	Homework Reminder/Weekly Team Reflection Report
	
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Course Packet Contents
	

	Homework
	Work on Poster Presentations


Week Eleven:  Wednesday, November 18 – POSTER PRESENTATIONS DUE
	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Celebrating English Studies:  A Discipline on Display
	 Posters
	All department faculty and graduate students invited


	Students will practice presentation skills for an audience of university professors and administrators.

	1:35
	Homework Reminder/Weekly Team Reflection Report
	
	Dr. Tarbox

Team Coaches
	 

	Course Packet Contents
	Professional Questionnaire

	Homework
	Fill out and submit Professional Questionnaire to Prof. Tarbox by 11/30/09


Week Twelve:  Class Will Not Meet – Thanksgiving Recess

Week Thirteen:  Wednesday, December 2 
	Time 
	Activity Description
	Materials
	Facilitators
	Learning Outcomes

	12:00
	Assessment and Focus Group Participation/Career Session Sign-Up
	 
	English Department Faculty Members

	Students will develop an appreciation for the use of assessment to gauge learning outcomes.

	Course Packet Contents
	

	Homework
	Attend Career Session.  Class Will Not Meet Again During the Semester.


Week Fourteen:  Attend your Career Session.
Podium Area








