English 3820-12144, Literature for the Young Child – TR 2-3:50
Contact Information

	Dr. Gwen Athene Tarbox, Department of English
	PREFERRED FORM OF CONTACT: gwen.tarbox@wmich.edu

	Teaching Assistant:  Anneliese Stephens
	Office Hours:  Monday 1:00-2:00 and by appointment

	Office/Phone:  625 Sprau Tower; 269-387-2588
	Classroom:  4010 Brown Hall


Catalog Description

· An exploration of human and literary values in the best of children's works for the very young through age nine. Emphasis is on critical sensitivity and techniques necessary for interpreting and evaluating works representative of the major forms of children's literature. 

Learning Objectives

· Develop an awareness of the theoretical and historical shifts in the composition, publication, distribution, and reception of children’s literature

· Identify the genres that comprise the field of children’s literature
· Learn interpretive skills that will enrich your understanding of children’s literature
· Build upon  your research and writing skills through the completion of examinations and short papers
· Apply what you have learned in this course to your educational and professional objectives 

Text List

· It is essential that students purchase all of the required texts listed below, as the texts will be used for in class exercises and for exams.  Children’s books can only be checked out from area libraries for a period of two weeks; however, students will need to make reference to their texts at various points during the semester.  Students will also need to buy a $5.00 copy card from the Bernhard Center WMU Bookstore.  Students may purchase their texts from any vendor.

· The estimated total cost for the books and copy card for this class comes to $100 (based on purchasing entirely new – not used – texts).  While that is a significant expenditure, it represents a fraction of the cost of many textbooks in other courses and disciplines.  I feel that it is important to emphasize up front to students the things that I value as an instructor, so I wanted to be sure that students are aware of the significance of purchasing their course texts and bringing them to class on days when we will be using them as part of our work.

	Author
	Title
	Publisher
	ISBN
	Required?
	Amazon Price

	Barrow
	Ivy and Bean
	Chronicle Books
	978-0811849098

	YES
	5.99

	Bridges
	Through My Eyes
	Scholastic Books
	978-0590189231

	YES
	11.53

	Burton
	Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel
	Houghton
	978-0395169612

	YES
	6.95

	Erdrich
	The Birchbark House
	Hyperion
	978-0786814541
	YES
	6.99

	Selznick
	The Invention of Hugo Cabret
	Scholastic Books
	978-0439813785
	YES
	13.65

	Seuss
	The Lorax
	Random House
	978-0394823370

	YES
	10.17

	Silverstein
	The Giving Tree
	Harper and Row
	978-0060256654
	YES
	9.70

	Tan
	The Arrival
	Arthur A. Levine Books
	978-0439895293
	YES
	13.59

	Wiesner
	The Three Pigs
	Clarion
	978-0618007011
	YES 
	10.88

	Wilder
	Little House on the Prairie
	HarperCollins
	978-0064400022
	YES
	11.55


Commentary on the Text List and on Reading for the Course
· Keep in mind that the role of literary scholars involves reading and thinking about texts that they might not choose for their personal reading.  However, at this stage, the idea is that scholars are reading for literary form, for social understanding, and for knowledge of the field.  Therefore, while all of the texts may not appeal to you personally, you need to read them carefully with the goal of developing your skills as a literary critic.

· We will be reading a number of texts this semester, and most of them are relatively short.  It is my expectation that you will have read the ENTIRE text prior to the days that we discuss it in class.
· I will be asking you to read articles online, using the university’s Project Muse database.  For each article, you should print out a copy and bring it with you to class.

· English 3820 is a 4 credit-hour class.  As such, students should expect to spend at least 12 hours outside of class per week on homework.  If you are a slow reader, you may need to devote more time than 12 hours.   The university calculates that time by multiplying each contact hour by three. 

Attendance Policy

· Please try to be present at every class meeting.  I pack each session with important information, and believe me, there is no substitute for being there.  I will take attendance at the beginning of class.  If you miss more than FOUR (4) classes, then you will fail my course.  The rationale for this policy is that after being absent for 4 classes, you have missed too much information to be able to say honestly that you have “taken” the course. There is no need to tell me that you will be absent or to ask my permission to be absent.  If you reach 3 absences, I will contact YOU and let you know that you are within one absence of failing my class.  You can keep up on what you missed by consulting the course blog, and you can ask me for clarification if, after reading the blog, you still have questions.

· In order to receive credit for having been in class, you must attend the entire class.  If you come more than 15 minutes late or leave early, then Annie or I will note an Absence in the grade book for that day.
· If you miss more than 3 classes, it is usually because you have encountered a serious family or personal emergency.  I recommend that if you are facing an emergency, you should quickly contact the Associate Dean of Students, Dr. Suzie Nagel, who can help in a number of ways, including setting up appointments with a counselor, contacting your professors, and/or providing you with advice regarding whether you should carry on with your classes.  You can contact the Dean of Students office at 387-2150.

· As I live in the Grand Rapids area, I am particularly aware of the dangers of travelling during snow storms.  If you live outside of Kalamazoo, you should not travel during dangerous weather.  Hopefully, we will not have any snow days.  Use your absences wisely so that if you should need to miss class due to a snow emergency (when the university administration doesn’t cancel class), you can do that.

· If you are sniffling, coughing uncontrollably, and/or are running a fever, you should not be in class, both because you need rest and because you are undoubtedly contagious.   If you have been told by your doctor that you have a contagious condition, such as pink eye or influenza, you should not come to class.  Your fever should have been gone for 24 hours before you come to campus!  Use your absences wisely so that if you should need to miss class due to illness, it will not hurt your final grade.  If you come to class looking visibly ill, I will send you home – so please save the trip.

Cellphone and Laptop Policy

· Please remember to turn your cellphone off prior to the start of class.  No texting during class, please – and yes, I can tell when you are texting, and I will ask you to stop. You can text during the break.  While you are welcome to bring your laptop to class for use with group work, please stow your laptop at the beginning of class.  

Assignment Submission/Grading Policy

· Your assignments will be due on the dates set in the syllabus.  For every day that an assignment is late, you will receive a 5 point deduction on the assignment grade.  I start counting as “one day,” the minute after a paper is due.  Thus, if your paper is due on April 21st at 4pm, I would give you a 5 point deduction on the paper at 4:01pm.  Then, the next day at 4:01pm, you would receive another 5 point deduction, and so on.

· The assignments you turn in will enable you to practice a variety of academic writing skills.  Should you require assistance with your writing, you might wish to visit the WMU Writing Center, which is located in 1071 Moore Hall.  Call 387-4615 to find out their operating hours and sign-up procedures.

· For all of your assignments, I will use the WMU Grading Scale:  
	Grade
	Explanation

	100-93 A
	Work that exceeds expectations and goes well beyond the basic knowledge of the material to show originality, creativity, and sophistication

	92-88 BA
	Work that exceeds the expectations of the assignment and demonstrates a consistent level of strong reasoning and clear expression of ideas

	87-83 B
	Work that meets the expectations of the assignment and includes several instances of strong reasoning and clear expression of ideas

	82-78 CB
	Work that meets the expectations of the assignment

	77-72 C
	Work that meets many of the expectations for the assignment, but also includes some flawed reasoning or insufficient expression of ideas

	71-67 DC
	Work that meets some expectations for the assignment, but includes flawed reasoning or insufficient expression of ideas

	66-60 D
	Work that fails to meet most of the expectations for the assignment

	59 and lower E
	Work that fails to meet any of the expectations of the assignment 


· Here are the assignments for the course, set out in table form:

	Assignment
	Due Date
	Percentage of Grade

	Exam One
	Tuesday, February 7, in class
	15

	Exam Two
	Tuesday, March 13, in class
	20

	Exam Three
	Thursday, March 29, in class
	20

	Exam Four
	Thursday, April 26 from 12:30-2:30, in class
	20

	Book checks
	Various dates in the semester
	5

	Quizzes and homework
	Various dates in the semester
	20

	TOTAL
	100%


Assignment Descriptions

· Exams:  The majority of your grade this semester will be earned through taking four scheduled examinations.  For each exam, you should bring a green or bluebook – these ar available at the University Bookstore locations.  Some of the exams are closed book, others are open book – please consult your syllabus for the specifics.

· Book checks:  As I noted in the e-mail that I sent out prior to the semester, I want to be sure that you are reading the texts for this semester and that you will have access to them for exams, blog posts, and homework.  As such, in addition to taking role each class period, Ms. Stephens will be marking whether or not you have your text with you.  If you anticipate financial difficulty in obtaining the texts, please set up a meeting with me at the beginning of the semester so that I can help you to gain access to university channels that help students in need.
· Quizzes and homework:  Periodically, I will give pop quizzes or ask you to complete a short homework assignment related to the reading.  
Academic Honesty

· You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate Catalog that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. [The policies can be found at www.www.wmich.edu/catalog under Academic Policies, Student Rights and Responsibilities.] If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.
· I have observed recently that many of my students taking 3000-level courses are often unfamiliar with the basics of citing sources and of using MLA or Chicago form.  By this point in your college career, you should have mastered this concept.  If you are unclear about how to use internal documentation to cite sources – in other words, if this paragraph has caused you concern because you know that you are unsure about using MLA or Chicago form – then purchase one of the following guide books:

· Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th ed.  New York:  MLA, 2003.

· Turabian, Kate.  A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th ed.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 2007.

· Other resources include the MLA Guide available on-line at the Purdue On-Line Writing Lab (Purdue OWL)  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01 or a great laminated notebook pamphlet that you can get from Amazon.com if you go to this url:  http://www.amazon.com/Apa-mla-Guidelines-Quickstudy-Academic/dp/1572228962/ref=pd_sim_b_2
