ENGL 3820, Literature for the Young Child
Exam One Answer Commentary
Spring 2012
General Content, Grammar, or Usage Issues
· While I know that many of you were writing under the pressure of time, you needed to be sure to back up your assertions with specific and detailed examples from the text.  For instance, it would not be enough to claim that a woman tells an embedded narrative in The Arrival; you would also need to provide a brief description of that story.   When you get your exams back, deduct 10 points from the total – this is about the average number of points I would have taken off had this been exam 2.  As you will see when you get your exams back, I was lenient this time regarding the level of detail expected and regarding the use of correct form (i.e., underlining the titles of books and spelling the authors’ names correctly). 
· Underline the titles of books (The Lorax) when you are handwriting an exam; italicize the titles of books (The Lorax) when you are typing.  The titles of short stories, fairy tales, and articles should be placed in quotes (“The Cat Cinderella”).  For the next exam, I will deduct one point for every mistake made with this rule.
· Proof your papers carefully to be sure to include apostrophes to show possession.  Almost every student made multiple errors regarding this point.  In order to show possession with a plural noun, make the noun plural first and then add the apostrophe.  Examples:  man, man’s; men, men’s; reader, reader’s; readers, readers’.

· Do not use “you” or “your” in academic writing.  These pronouns are appropriate for writing situations in which you are giving instructions to a very specific audience.  For instance, I am giving you instructions right now as your professor, so it is perfectly acceptable for me to use the pronoun “you” to refer to my students.  However, in the form of essay writing that you will do for your exams and papers in college, you are not giving your readers instructions, and you are rarely writing for a particular audience of readers.  
Another reason to avoid the use of pronouns such as “you” and “your” is that it can lead to imprecise descriptions and incorrect assumptions regarding your audience.  For instance, Dr. Seuss has been dead for a number of years, so you cannot make the claim that he is writing to “you” or that he is concerned with “your” behavior.

Here is an example of a less effective and of a more effective passage in terms of pronoun usage.

Less Effective Example

Dr. Seuss wants you to know that using environmental resources is not only bad for you, but for the next generation.  He wants you to change your behavior before environmental crises occur.

Effective Example

Dr. Seuss wanted readers to know that using using environmental resources might not only be bad for them, but for the next generation.  He wanted his readers to change their behavior before environmental crises occurred.

· A few of you used quotes from the texts to back up your assertions.  I was very pleased that you chose to do this, but most of you need to work on introducing quotations so that they blend in with your own text.  When a writer drops a quote into her/his essay without explaining its context or attributing it to a speaker, the prose becomes confusing.  Here is an example of a less effective and of a more effective way to integrate a quote into your essay.

Less Effective Example

The Once-ler had many opportunities to stop his wasteful behavior.  “What’s that THING you’ve made out of my Truffula trees?”  If only he had listened, but he was filled with greed.
Effective Example

The Once-ler had many opportunities to stop his wasteful behavior.  For instance, when he was just starting out in business, the Lorax visited him and could see that the Thneads were frivolous items that were depleting important resources for no good reason.  He asked the Once-ler:  “What’s that THING you’ve made out of my Truffula trees?”  If only the Once-ler had listened, but he was filled with greed.
In the second example, I provide context for the quote by explaining where it comes in the text.  I also attribute the quote to the speaker, and I am clearer regarding the Once-ler’s response.
Commentary on the Exam Questions
1. Write an essay in which you discuss how Wiesner’s The Three Pigs could be identified as a postmodern narrative.  As part of your answer, be sure to refer to at least two tenets of postmodernism.

Those students who had memorized a definition of postmodernism and listed out two or three tenets ended up writing a more effective response.  I would have expected some mention of the disruption of the narrative, of the melding of multiple stories into one, and of the direct address to the reader, and/or of irony.  I took off points if students did not provide examples to back up their assertions.

2. In The Arrival, how and why does Tan employ embedded narratives?

An embedded narrative is a story within a story.  I took off points if students did not provide clear definitions of the term, and I took off points if students did not provide detailed examples that demonstrated how Tan used these terms in his text to create meaning.  Most importantly, you needed to explain how the embedded narrative provided a glimpse into multiple immigrant stories and how the mention of the other immigrants’ struggles helps the reader to remember the man’s concerns regarding his own family’s safety and fate.

3. Critics have viewed Seuss’ The Lorax and Shel Silverstein’s The Giving Tree as commentaries on humankind’s relationship with nature. Write a short essay in which you describe what message regarding the environment each author might have wanted to share with readers.
In terms of discussing The Giving Tree, the majority of you received credit for explaining that the boy and the tree were meant to stand in for humanity and the environment.  You also received credit for explaining whether or not the boy learned from his behavior.

In terms of discussing The Lorax, most of you were able to show how the Once-ler eventually felt enough remorse to ask the next generation to solve the problem that he had helped to create.  You also needed to note that the pollution impacted not only the trees, but the entire ecosystem.

4. Two of Molly Bang’s principles that are often used by picture book creators include deploying color and shape to create a mood.  Choose any two of the four picture books we have read this far in the semester and write a short essay in which you discuss the way that the authors use color and shape to create a particular mood.

This question seemed to present the fewest difficulties for students; I only took off points if a student had not provided sufficiently detailed examples to back up his/her assertions.

