ENGL 3820 Syllabus, Spring 2012 – Revised on 02/02/12
	Day
	Key Questions
	Materials

	Tu, Jan 10
	· What is the history of the field of children’s literature?

· What sort of questions do children’s literature scholars pursue?

· What is didacticism?
	· Handout:  Excerpts from children’s literature.

· Presentation:  Using library resources.

	Homework:  Read Karen Coats’ “Fish Stories:  Teaching Children’s Literature in a Postmodern World.” Pedagogy 1.2 (2001) 405-409.  You can access Coats’ article via the Project Muse database.

	Th, Jan 12
	· What are the components of a scholarly article?

· Why and how do professors write about experiences in their classrooms?

· What were Coats’ key findings regarding “teaching children’s literature in a postmodern world?”

· Oh, and what is postmodernism?
	· Coats’ “Fish Stories.”

	Homework:  Read Molly Bang’s Picture This (available on the blog), the Jacobs’ version of “The Three Little Pigs” (available on the Sur la Lune website), and David Wiesner’s The Three Pigs

	Tu, Jan 17
	· How do author/illustrators convey meaning through the use of images and words?

· How do contemporary author/illustrators inject new ideas into older texts?
	· Molly Bang’s Picture This
· Jacobs’ “The Three Little Pigs”

· David Wiesner’s The Three Pigs

	Homework:  Read Tan’s The Arrival

	Th, Jan 19
	· How does Wiesner’s text reflect “postmodern tendencies” in children’s literature?

· How does Tan achieve meaning, without the use of words?

· What is a “crossover” text?
	· David Wiesner’s The Three Pigs
· Shaun Tan’s The Arrival

	Homework:  Read Silverstein’s The Giving Tree

	Tu, Jan 24
	· What is the history of children’s poetry?

· How have anthologies of children’s poetry changed over time?

· How was Shel Silverstein breaking away from convention with his texts?
	· Examples of poetry anthologies for children (supplied in class);

· Handout on poetry terms

· Silverstein’s The Giving Tree

	Homework:  Read ahead

	Th, Jan 26
	· What has been the reception history of Silverstein’s The Giving Tree?

· What sort of interpretations of the text can be supported with evidence?
	· Silverstein’s The Giving Tree

	Homework:  Read Seuss’ The Lorax.

	Tu, Jan 31
	· What has been the reception history of Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax?

· What sort of interpretations of the text can be supported with evidence?

· Why might I have chosen to pair The Giving Tree and The Lorax?  How are these texts in dialogue?
	· Seuss’ The Lorax

· op de Beeck’s “Speaking for the Trees.”

	Th, Feb 2
	· Class Cancelled; Dr. Tarbox out sick.
	

	Homework:  Study for the exam and complete The Giving Tree Homework

	Tu, Feb 7
	· Conclude our discussion of Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax
· Review for the First Exam
	· Bring all of your texts and notes to class for the review.

	Homework:  Study for your exam and read these handouts that I will provide in class:  1) Cinderella variants; 2) Perry Nodelman’s chapter on fairy tales.

	Th, Feb 9 EXAM ONE IN CLASS

	Tu, Feb 14
	· How did fairytales develop out of folktales?

· What terms do critics use when discussing folklore and fairytales?

· What are the key themes of traditional fairytales?
	· Cinderella handouts

· Nodelman’s chapter on fairy tales

	Homework:  Read Zipes’ “Breaking the Disney Spell.” (handout)

	Tu, Feb 16
	· How has Disney reconfigured the Cinderella fairytale?

· How does one watch a film for critical purposes?
	· Zipes’ “Breaking the Disney Spell.”

	Homework:  Read ahead

	Tu, Feb 21
	· How has Disney reconfigured the Cinderella fairytale?
	

	Homework:  Read Burton’s Mike Mulligan and Mickenberg’s “Of Funnybones and Steam Shovels: Juvenile Publishing, Progressive Education, and the Lyrical Left” (available on Project Muse).  Mickenberg’s essay is very long – so be sure you set aside enough time to read it.

	Th, Feb 23
	· How has social activism been portrayed in children’s fiction and non-fiction?

· What are the multiple ways that we can read Burton’s text?
	· Burton’s Mike Mulligan
· Mickenberg’s “Of Funnybones…”

	Homework:  Read Bridges’ Through My Eyes

	Tu, Feb 27
	· How do authors convey information in non-fiction books for children?

· What are the features of memoir, and how do they factor into books written for children?
	· Bridges’ Through My Eyes


	Homework:  Study for the exam 

	Th, Feb 29
	· What are the features of Bridges’ text and why might I have grouped it with Burton’s text?
	· Bridges’ Through My Eyes


	Homework:  Study for the exam

	SPRING BREAK!

	Tu, Mar 13
	EXAM TWO:  You may use Burton and Bridges’ texts; otherwise, the exam is closed book.

	Homework:  Read Wilder’s Little House on the Prairie and Anita Clair Fellman’s “’Don't Expect to Depend on Anybody Else’:

The Frontier as Portrayed in the Little House Books” (available on Project Muse).  We won’t start discussing these texts directly until next week, but you should get a head start on the reading.

	Th, Mar 15
	· What has been the reception history for Wilder’s Little House series?

· How does Erdrich enter into the reception dialogue regarding Wilder’s texts?

· What are the basic features of children’s series fiction and of historical fiction?
	· N/A

	Homework:  Read Wilder’s Little House on the Prairie and Anita Clair Fellman’s “’Don't Expect to Depend on Anybody Else’:

The Frontier as Portrayed in the Little House Books” (available on Project Muse).  

	Tu, Mar 20
	· How does self-reliance factor in the Wilder texts?

· In what ways does the Ingalls family react to their environment?
· How does Laura grow in moral awareness in the text?
	· Wilder’s Little House

· Fellman’s article

	Homework:  Read Erdrich’s The Birchbark House and Susan Smulders’ “’The Only Good Indian’:  History, Race, and Representation in Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little House on the Prairie” (available on Project Muse).

	Th, Mar 22
	· How have critics responded to Wilder’s portrayal of American Indians?
	· Wilder’s Little House

· Smulders’ article

	Homework:  Read Erdrich’s The Birchbark House

	Tu, Mar 27
	· How is Erdrich’s text in dialogue with the Little House series?
· In what ways does the text stand on its own as a work of children’s literature?
	· Erdrich’s The Birchbark House

	Homework:  Study for your exam and read Selznick’s The Invention of Hugo Cabret

	Th, Mar 29
	EXAM THREE:  Closed book, covering Wilder and Erdrich.

	Homework:  Read Selznick’s The Invention of Hugo Cabret

	Tu, Apr 3
	· What are the conventions of psychological realism?

· How does Selznick use words and images to create meaning?
	· Selznick’s The Invention of Hugo Cabret

	Homework:  Read Selznick’s The Invention of Hugo Cabret

	Th, Apr 5
	· What are the realistic elements in Selznick’s text and how do they impact the way that meaning is conveyed?

	· Selznick’s The Invention of Hugo Cabret


	Homework:  Read ahead

	Tu, Apr 10
	· Watch the film version of Hugo
	

	Homework:  Read ahead

	Th, Apr 12
	· Discuss the differences between the book and the film version of Hugo
	· Selznick’s The Invention of Hugo Cabret

	Homework:  Read Barrow’s Ivy and Bean, as well as Jennifer Miskec’s “Meet Ivy and Bean, Queerly Anti-American Girls”

	Tu, Apr 17
	· What is a chapter book and how has it become a prominent sub-genre of children’s literature?
· How does Ivy and Bean update the classic friendship story for children?
· What is queer theory and how has it been applied to children’s literature?
	· Barrow’s Ivy and Bean
· Miskec’s article


	Homework:  Study for the Final Exam

	Homework:  Study for the Final Exam.

	Th, Apr 19
	· Conclude our discussion of Ivy and Bean; review for the final and course assessment.
	· Barrow’s Ivy and Bean
· Miskec’s article

	Homework:  Study for the final exam.

	Th, Apr 26 12:30 pm-2:30 pm
	EXAM FOUR:  Final exam, covering Selznick, Barrow and Rowling (film version).  An open-book exam.


