ENGL 3820, Literature for the Young Child
Homework:  The Giving Tree:  Making a Claim and Supporting It!

2 February 2012
Instructions

Please choose two of the possible claims regarding The Giving Tree listed below.  And for each one, write a short essay of 2-3 paragraphs in which your support the claim with evidence from the text.  Your answers should be typed, double spaced, and proofread for spelling and grammar.  Each essay will be worth 50 points for a total of 100 points.

The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to practice your essay writing skills and to hone your ability to support a claim.   Be sure to put page numbers after any mention that you make of the text.

In order to give you an understanding of what I am looking for, here is an example set of sentences that one might use if one were arguing that The Giving Tree reflected the boy’s innate selfishness:

Although there is substantial evidence over the entirety of the text that the boy displays selfishness in his relationships, most critics I have read focus on the boy once he has become a teenager.  However, if one looks closely at Silverstein’s illustrations, one can find a hint that the boy possesses a selfishness – even a narcissism – early on.  For instance, when he is depicted playing “king of the forest”:  his nose is shown lifted in distain as he walks through his imaginary “kingdom” (10).

CHOOSE TWO: 

1. In Silverstein’s The Giving Tree, a particular type of parenting -- one in which a mother gives up everything for her child -- is supported in the text.

2. In Silverstein’s The Giving Tree, a particular type of parenting – one in which a mother gives up everything for her child – is criticized in the text.

3. In Silverstein’s The Giving Tree, the relationship between the tree and the boy parallels the relationship between Nature and humankind.

4. Silverstein’s The Giving Tree contains a distinct criticism of contemporary materialism.

