
Forbidden Fruit

“They enable us to experience 
emotions and their transformations 
as we try to understand them, and 
they offer a greater possibility of 
insight into emotions than do some 
experiences of everyday life.  In 
Romeo and Juliet, the successions of 
the script falling in love are brought 
to consciousness.”

Keith Oatley
“Scripts, Transformations, and 
Suggestiveness of Emotions in Shakespeare 
and Chekhov”

"The possibility of 
getting caught is a huge 
turn-on. There's intense 
excitement in the idea of 
being a little bad.“

-Bryce Britton, a sex 
therapist in California. 

Though the story of Romeo and Juliet has be 
modernized and quite overtly been changed to 
fit a certain culture of the times, the story of 
Lancelot and Guinevere has been, as far as we‟ve 
researched, constantly portrayed in their original 
time period. 

If, however, there are changes in the 
storyline it would be a shift in Guinevere‟s 
character and her actions as such. 
Guinevere‟s shame is apparent and she 
takes full fault of her and Lancelot‟s affair, 
however this was not to show honor to her, 
but rather portray her in a way that fit with 
what a woman in her position would have 
rightly done in the 12th century. 

A modernized Guinevere would perhaps 
want Lancelot to take the fall with her, or 
could be portrayed as not a woman in love, 
but rather one fulfilling only her sexual 
hungers on a most basic level outside of her 
marriage and in so doing enhancing the 
enticing factors of the extra-marital 
romance.

The fascination with and modernization of the forbidden lovers. 

Guinevere and Lancelot In West Side Story, a 
modernized adaptation for the 
stage of Romeo and Juliet set in 
the 1950‟s, the Jets (a white 
gang) and Sharks (a Puerto 
Rican gang) represent the 
Montague and Capulet families 
and their rivalry. 
Tony, a member of the Jets, 
falls for Maria, sister of a Shark. 
The musical brings relevance to 
the plot with the class and race 
issues as the obstacles the 
lovers face. 

Romeo + Juliet (1996), 
another modernized 
version of the play, brings 
Shakespearean language 
and plot to a twentieth-
century audience with 
updated setting, props, 
costumes, and makeup to 
create a more modern 
look. Set in ‟90s 
California, the warring 
business empires use 
guns rather than swords 
to battle.

Romeo and Juliet

Psychology of  Modern Rebellious Romances

Historically, in the 
Elizabethan Era, the 
sacrament of marriage 
represented the union of 
two people as one flesh. 
Not until the death of 
Shakespeare‟s archetypal 
„star-cross‟d lovers‟ did 
the Montague and Capulet 
families truly end their 
fighting.


