ENGL 3820, Literature for the Young Child

Spring 2012

Homework

Instructions

Write out short, typed responses to the following questions that cover Jack Zipes’ essay “Breaking the Disney Spell.”  Your answers are due at the beginning of class on February 21, 2012.
1.  Zipes begins his discussion by explaining the purpose of oral folk tales.  What were they supposed to do?
2. Zipes observes, “With the rise of literacy and the invention of the printing press in the fifteenth century, the oral tradition of storytelling underwent an immense revolution” (334).    One of these ways was categorization.  What does Zipes claim to be the sub-type of folk tale that we today consider fairy tales?

3. What does Zipes mean when he writes, “In short, by institutionalizing the literary fairy tale, writers and publishers violated the forms and concerns of non-literate, essentially peasant communities and set new standards of taste, production, and reception through the discourse of the fairy tale”? (336). Also, how might this passage connect to Disney?

4. Zipes notes that fairytales do “not represent communal values but rather the values of a particular writer” (337), and how might this this claim relate to the production of Disney films?

5. Zipes then makes a list of the ramifications of going from oral tales to literary tales.  What do you think of points 4 and 6 on page 338?  Are these still evident in fairy tales and fairy tale movies that most people have seen and grown up with?

6. Zipes mentions Georges Méliès when talking about film (339).  Have a look at his film Cinderella (1899) on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYmCUFl96PQ.  (Remember Méliès’ name, because we will be reading a text about him later in the semester.) Why does he argue that Méliès could not revolutionize the film industry?

7. Why does Zipes liken the artists who worked with Disney to “that of the dwarfs in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”? (341).

8. Why is it important to be aware of the concept of “self-figuration” on page 340 and 341, especially in connection to Disney?

9. Zipes notes, “Of all the early animators, Disney was the one who truly revolutionized the fairy tale as institution through the cinema” (343).  He points out that Puss in Boots (1922) “is crucial for grasping his approach to the literary fairy tale” (343).  What was so significant about this film?

10. Next, Zipes discusses Disney’s history with Snow White.  He notes the changes Disney made from the Grimm text, but also how certain things stayed the same.  Zipes writes, “There is no doubt that Disney retained key ideological features of the Grimms’ fairy tale that reinforce nineteenth-century patriarchal notions that Disney shared with the Grimms” (348).  What main example does he give in this paragraph?

11. Zipes ends his essay with a discussion of the “power of Disney’s fairy-tale films” (351).  Pay close attention to points 4, 5, 7, and 8.  Are any of these points still applicable to Disney fairy-tale movies today or to ones that most viewers grew up watching?  Explain.

